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New '84 registrants

apathetic in '85

By Bill Daly

Since the massive new voter registration in 1984
much speculation has taken place about whether a
“realignment” is taking place in American politics, and
whether this massive influx of new participants will
influence State and Local elections in the years to
come.

The first opportunity for these new registrants to
come back to the polls and take an interest in State
and Local politics came in the many elections that took
place in 1985. There were statewide elections for of-
fices in Virginia, Kentucky, New Jersey, Louisiana and
Mississippi, plus some kind of local election in nearly
every state in 1985.

The overwhelming response to these elections by
the new 1984 registrants has been to revert to apathy.
In our study, covering over 1,000,000 voters in seven
areas in five states all across the country, the turnout
of these registrants was far below the turnout rate of
previously registered voters. The average turnout rate
for 1984 registrants in these elections was 14.2%, com-
pared with an overall average turnout of 25.0% and
an average turnout of those registered in 1978 or
before of 42.6%. It is the long-time registrants who
dominate these local elections.

It seems likely to conclude that this trend will con-
tinue. The graphs in Figure I dramatically illustrate
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