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Low turnout expected
for '84 registrants in '86

By Bill Daly

In the last issue of Voter Contact News we presented
some data covering actual incremental turnout rates for
a number of special elections in 1985. This data was
broken down by age and year of registration. Cam-
paigns are now in full swing for the 1986 elections, and
there is increasing interest in predicting and under-
standing who will be the likely voters in the 1986 elec-
tions, and particularly whether the large block of voters
who registered in 1984 will prove a decisive factor in the
86 elections.

We first turned to some of our historical files to
study the last general election following a Presidential

election, 1982. Presumably people who registered in
1984 will behave in 1986 much like the people who
registered in 1980 behaved in 1982. Using our files for
Hawaii, Colorado and Towa we were able to plot in
Figure I the statewide turnout figures for those three
states in the general election of 1982 versus year of
original registration. As in the previous study, we see
that the graphs for each of the states have a remarka-
bly similar shape, despite the quite different nature of
the 3 electorates. In all three states there was a gover-
nor'srace in 1982, so there was some substantial draw
for overall turnout.

Cont'd on page 2







