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VCS Stratified Random Samples
VCS produces stratified random samples from voter files for use in a 
variety of campaign situations, generally for polling but occasionally 
for other uses.  Our voter files are maintained in "geographic" 
sequence, which means they are sorted first by county, then 
precinct, then street name, then street number, then apartment 
number, then alphabetically by name.  Most stratified samples are 
extracted in this sequence.  First a "skip frequency" is picked by 
dividing the number of desired sample points into the total voter 
base.  Then a "starting" number is picked at random between zero 
and the skip frequency.  A counter is set to the "starting" number and 
then counted up one for every voter as the file is passed.  When the 
counter equals the "skip frequency", a "sample point" is determined 
and the counter is reset to zero, to begin counting again.  This is 
repeated over and over again until the entire file has been passed.  It 
is possible to first sort the voter file into some different order to 
provide more complicated stratifications, but this is more expensive 
and very rare in practice.

Generally a random sample can be extracted from the voter file and 
then converted to any regular product.  It is possible to produce 
magnetic tapes, PC diskettes, computer letters, 3x5 cards, etc..  
Most random samples are still printed as some format of voter list, 
but each year more and more are ordered on magnetic media for 
automatic phone dialing systems.

In the simplest form of random sample, shown in the R1) SIMPLE 
STRATIFIED SAMPLE page, a single voter is selected at each 
"sample point".

Hansen, Robert

Blythe, Fred

Skip Frequency

Voter File

Copyright 1994



PRECINCT 26314  CITY     CNTY 07  * SELECTIVE VOTER LIST *PAGE    1 --FROM VOTER CONTACT SERVICES--PRECINCT 26314  CITY     CNTY 07
             --------PREPARED FOR-SIMPLE STRATIFIED SAMPLE                                                      --------
                                             - - - - -  CLUSTER NUMBER       1 - - - - -
NEDERLAND, CO 80466                                                                                                   AREA CODE 303
ST SENATE   16  ST HOUSE    13  US CONGRESS 02  CITY        H   RTD         O                   SCHOOL      A
PHONE NUM            NAME                    ADDRESS                  CITY                      PRECINCT      AFL   BIRTH   REG DATE

         KNECHT, MR LARRY R             45 ARIKAREE CIR              NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      U   6/26/50   8/06/80

258-0600 FARRIS, LAURA J                55 ARIKAREE CIR              NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      D   8/31/61   7/17/92

258-0167 GUERTIN, ELIZABETH A           65 ARIKAREE CIR              NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      U  12/28/51  10/04/04

258-9283 BOKUR, DEBRA A                 24 BARKER RD                 NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      U   7/01/59  11/07/00

         RAWSTHORNE, MR JAMES P         24 BARKER RD                 NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      D   8/17/66   7/30/02

258-8659 BRADLEY, MR GARY E             32 BARKER RD                 NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      D   7/25/53   2/04/04

258-3239 KLEIN, MR JOSEPH G             32 BARKER RD                 NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      R   5/15/72  10/25/00

258-7998 LANGFORD, SANDRA R             32 BARKER RD                 NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      U   2/29/80   3/17/98

         SALOVESH, MR JOHN P            34 BARKER RD                 NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      U   8/24/67   9/22/00

258-7026 JORDAN, MR STEVEN C            44 BARKER RD                 NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      R  11/26/53  10/25/82

258-7834 LLOYD, MR MICHAEL W            54 BARKER RD                 NEDERLAND, CO 80466      07    26314      U   6/12/51   4/26/03

Precinct has been printed to the right of city-state-zip.  You could also 
request voter flags, voter ID number, or some canvass codes printed 
in this space.   Precinct can be useful since otherwise it prints only at 
the top of the page.

R1) SIMPLE STRATIFIED SAMPLE
The first sample is a simple 'nth' sample.
It is printed as a standard Selective Voter List.  

P-W
4-P

Nederland, Colorado

Political Party, Birth Date 
and Registration Date  can 
still be printed in this area.



Most of the samples we sell are 'clustered' samples.  This involves 
the same process of stratified selection as simple nth samples, but 
at each "sample point" a "cluster of m voters" is selected.  
Generally the first voter from each succeeding household is 
selected to fill out the cluster, although several other possibilities 
will be discussed later.

The major idea of clustering is to control the "oversample" so that 
the people actually reached in the survey still maintain some level 
of homogeneity throughout the area being sampled.  In the 
regular "nth voter" sample, for instance, it is typical to pick 
between three and ten times as many voters as you actually need 
because you know -- for a variety of reasons -- that you won't be 
able to reach every voter picked in the sample.  The problem then 
is controlling the interview selection so that respondents don't 
come disproportionally from a few geographic areas.  This could 
happen just because the callers started at the top of the list or just 
because people in certain areas are more likely to be home when 
you are calling because of the demographics of the area.  
Because the clusters are spread homogeneously over the district, 
reaching exactly one respondent in each cluster assures that the 
respondents are likewise spread homogeneously over the 
district.

To do a cluster sample, you order a few more clusters than you 
want completed interviews.  If you want 600 completed interviews, 
you might order 610 clusters.  You then calculate the skip 
frequency to provide this many sample points.  You determine the 
number of voters selected in each cluster based on how many 
people you estimate you will need in order to be sure of 
completing one interview within every cluster.  Two examples of 
simple cluster samples are shown in the R2) CLUSTER OF 5 
SAMPLE and the R3) CLUSTER OF 10 SAMPLE pages.

VCS Clustered Sample System

Barnes, George
Meng, Philip
Carr, Lowell
Crannel, Donna
Brooker, Agnes

Cartland, William
Mendell, Beatrice
Sloan, Marion
Guetler, Florence
Confalone, Samuel

Cluster # 1

Cluster # 2

Skip Frequency

Voter File



City and State have been dropped so that voter flags and major 
jurisdiction codes can be printed.  These can be useful since 
otherwise they print only at the top of the page, like precinct.

R2)  CLUSTER OF 5 SAMPLE 
 This is a sample with a cluster size of five.  The frequency was 

increased so that the same number of voters are printed overall.

PRECINCT 001    MISC     CNTY 50  * SELECTIVE VOTER LIST *PAGE    1 --FROM VOTER CONTACT SERVICES--PRECINCT 001    MISC     CNTY 50
             --------PREPARED FOR-CLUSTERS OF 5, EVERY 1000TH VOTER - - FULL DATA ON EVERY LINE                 --------
                                             - - - - -  CLUSTER NUMBER       1 - - - - -
JUPITER, FL 33458                                                                                                     AREA CODE 407
ST SENATE   27  ST HOUSE    082 US CONGRESS 16                                  COUNTY      1
PHONE NUM            NAME                    ADDRESS                  ZIP     PRECINCT      FLAGS DISTRICTS  AFL   BIRTH   REG DATE

744-3870 BARNES, MR GEORGE              5345 PENNOCK POINT RD        33458  50    001     8        27 08216   R   5/13/67   7/19/90

746-0446 MENG, MR PHILIP G              5347 PENNOCK POINT RD        33458  50    001     8     2  27 08216   R  11/08/42   3/10/72

746-7391 CARR, MR LOWELL J              5354 PENNOCK POINT RD        33458  50    001     8     2  27 08216   R   2/07/26  10/03/78

         CRANNELL, DONNA P              5369 PENNOCK POINT RD        33458  50    001           2  27 08216   D  10/14/46   7/22/76

747-1902 BROOKER, AGNES                 5373 PENNOCK POINT RD        33458  50    001           3  27 08216   D  10/09/20  12/15/47

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
746-5551 CARTLAND, MR WILLIAM H         155 BEACON LN JIC            33469  50    001A    8     3  27 08216   R   3/19/25   8/11/72

         MENDELL, BEATRICE A            159 BEACON LN JIC            33469  50    001A    8     3  27 08216   R  10/15/24   2/08/78

746-1714 SLOAN, MARION B                162 BEACON LN JIC            33469  50    001A    8     2  27 08216   R   1/28/24   4/29/80

747-4428 GUERTLER, FLORENCE L           166 BEACON LN JIC            33469  50    001A    8        27 08216   R   1/18/10  10/17/88

747-7744 CONFALONE, MR SAMUEL J         168 BEACON LN JIC            33469  50    001A    8        27 08216   I   3/03/21  11/21/89

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jupiter, Florida

P-W
4-S

Political Party, Birth Date 
and Registration Date are 
printed in this area.



City and State have been dropped so that voter flags and major 
jurisdiction codes can be printed.  These can be useful since 
otherwise they print only at the top of the page, like precinct.

R3)  CLUSTER OF 10 SAMPLE 
 This is a sample with a cluster size of ten.  With clusters of ten or more 

there is a page break after each cluster, so they are one per page.

PRECINCT     2  CITY 030 CNTY 15  * SELECTIVE VOTER LIST *PAGE    1 --FROM VOTER CONTACT SERVICES--PRECINCT     2  CITY 030 CNTY 15
             --------PREPARED FOR-CLUSTERS OF 10, EVERY 2000TH VOTER - - FULL DATA ON EVERY LINE                --------
                                             - - - - -  CLUSTER NUMBER       1 - - - - -
BARNEGAT, NJ 08005                                                                                                    AREA CODE 609
LEGISLATURE 09                  US CONGRESS 13
PHONE NUM            NAME                    ADDRESS                  ZIP     PRECINCT      FLAGS DISTRICTS  AFL   AGE     REG DATE

698-7464 LAUER, MR ROBERT J             4 WOODMANSEE BLVD            08005  15 03000002  331 2333  09    13   R     48      4/22/70

698-8526 LAUER, MR EVERETT J            10 WOODMANSEE BLVD           08005  15 03000002  331 2233  09    13   R     68      5/07/85

698-1863 MOTE, ALICE W                  18 WOODMANSEE BLVD           08005  15 03000002   21       09    13   R     59      5/26/92

         GERMANN, C W                   20 WOODMANSEE BLVD           08005  15 03000002      1333  09    13   R             3/12/59

698-7344 JOHNSON, MR BRUCE L            38 WOODMANSEE BLVD           08005  15 03000002   2        09    13         25      8/31/92

698-5448 RIFFLE, MR BENJAMIN J          5 YOKE CT                    08005  15 03000002   2        09    13         39      2/04/91

         SYLVESTER, ANNIE M             LINCOLN PARK RD              08005  15 03000002   2   2 2  09    13   D             2/24/60

698-6450 MONTAGUE, MR EDWARD            MILLS LN                     08005  15 03000002  22     2  09    13         50      9/14/72

         KULPA, MR MICHAEL              TILLER DR                    08005  15 03000002  231       09    13   R     47      5/08/89

698-4143 KRIEGSMANN, MR TIMOTHY W       6 ALLISON WAY                08005  15 03000003   2        09    13         33      9/28/92

P-W
3-A
4-S

Barnegat, New Jersey

Political Party,  Age 
and Registration Date 
are printed in this area.



Most modern political polling is conducted via telephone.  Occasionally random 
samples are ordered for use through the mail or by walking, but the vast majority 
are for phoning.  Making the right phone connections is the basic purpose of a 
random sample.

VCS starts by matching its voter files with an up-to-date national telephone 
directory.  Numbers that are provided on the voter file are preserved, but where 
ever possible they are verified by match against the national phone file.  Local 
files don't always carry area code, but VCS adds area codes and makes them 
available on samples.  Using this process, VCS has telephone numbers for 
about 63% of its national file of registered voters.

It is very important to count all voters when picking a sample, whether they have 
phones or not.  Counting only those with phones can easily skew a sample 
towards more stable areas or areas that simply have cleaner addressing 
structure.  At the same time, there is no reason to fill up a cluster with people who 
don't have phones, even trying to look them up rarely yields results.

VCS has developed the perfect solution to this dilemma, the Pure Phone Cluster. 
As the voter file is passed, all voters are counted until the skip frequency is 
reached and it is time to start selecting a cluster.  From that point on, only 
households with phones are selected for inclusion in the cluster.  This means 
every voter in the cluster will have a phone, but the sample will be spread 
homogeneously over the district based on total voters.  A perfect solution to 
maximum phone connections with minimal fuss!  The next page shows R4) 
PURE PHONE CLUSTERS OF 10.

The idea of "pure clusters" can be extended to things like Party or Gender, to 
give higher levels of controlled homogeneity.  Not only can you be sure that 
respondents are spread uniformly over the district, you can also be sure to get a 
certain number of R's, D's or I's; Men or Women.  One example of such a sample 
is shown on R5) PURE PHONE/PARTY/GENDER CLUSTERS OF 10.

VCS Provides Phone Connections



Response codes have replaced City-State-Zip, Precinct and District 
Codes.  Response codes help interviewers keep track of which 
numbers have been tried and what happened.

R4) PURE PHONE CLUSTERS OF 10 
 With Pure Phone Clusters a phone number is printed for every voter on 

the page.  Because the skip is done over all voters, however, the sample 
is not skewed towards areas with high phone matches.

Voter Flags, Political Party, 
Birth Date and Registration 
Date are Printed in this area.

PRECINCT      4 CITY 01  CNTY 022 * SELECTIVE VOTER LIST *PAGE    1 --FROM VOTER CONTACT SERVICES--PRECINCT      4 CITY 01  CNTY 022
             --------PREPARED FOR-CLUSTERS OF 10, EVERY 2000TH VOTER - - PURE PHONE CLUSTERS                    --------
                                             - - - - -  CLUSTER NUMBER       1 - - - - -
CAROL STREAM, IL 60188                                                                                                AREA CODE 708
ST SENATE   25  ST HOUSE    050 US CONGRESS 14
PHONE NUM            NAME                    ADDRESS                  CODES                           FLAGS  AFL   BIRTH   REG DATE

837-8453 COZZI, MR ROBERT               1115 MYSTIC CT               NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           2            2/18/63  10/03/92

213-9282 WEBER, MR HAROLD               1116 MYSTIC CT               NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           2            9/16/61   9/30/84

289-1131 WEST, BARBARA A                1119 MYSTIC CT               NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           3  R     R   7/31/36   7/17/76

213-7626 PETERSON, MR GARY A            1310 NANTUCKET CT            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           32 R  3  R   2/22/63   2/20/90

289-0125 ANDERSON, KATHERINE            1313 NANTUCKET CT            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           2           12/22/66  10/04/92

837-4866 BROWN, MR JAMES J              1318 NANTUCKET CT            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           2            9/04/65  10/03/92

830-1319 LEMKE, MR FRANK A III          1319 NANTUCKET CT            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                        3/04/49   9/27/93

372-8926 BERGERON, ANNE                 1324 NANTUCKET CT            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           2            3/12/53   8/23/92

213-9725 GOLD, MR MITCHELL              1325 NANTUCKET CT            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                        4/13/60  10/04/90

289-4558 WILLIAMS, MR FRED E JR         1331 NANTUCKET CT            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           33 D     D  10/01/44   8/22/80

Carol Stream, Ilinois

P-W
4-N
VC



PRECINCT     1  CITY     CNTY 149 * SELECTIVE VOTER LIST *PAGE    1 --FROM VOTER CONTACT SERVICES--PRECINCT     1  CITY     CNTY 149
             --------PREPARED FOR-CLUSTERS OF 10, PURE PHONES/PARTY/GENDER - - CODES & FLAGS ON EVERY LINE      --------
                                             - - - - -  CLUSTER NUMBER       1 - - - - -
MANCHESTER, NH 03104                                                                                                  AREA CODE 603
ST SENATE   16                  US CONGRESS 1                   COUNTY      06                  EXECUTIVE   4
PHONE NUM            NAME                    ADDRESS                  CODES                           FLAGS  AFL   BIRTH   REG DATE

626-0000 BARRY, MR JAMES J JR           188 GINGRAS AVE              NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           X   2 8  R  10/23/42

669-2993 YOUNG, MR JOHN F               204 GINGRAS AVE              NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           X P 2    R  10/12/20

641-8135 LITTLE, MR EDGAR C JR          40 GOODWIN ST                NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           X        R

641-6566 LOCKWOOD, MR DAVID C           47 GREENFIELD ST             NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           X        R   6/10/55

641-3516 DALTON, MR EDWARD P            57 GREENFIELD ST             NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           X   2 8  R   7/12/44

622-9828 OTIS, MR RALPH J               33 GURTNER ST                NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                 8  R   1/28/21

622-4187 YOFFA, MR HASKELL              47 GURTNER ST                NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                    R   2/19/16

624-4558 CALLAHAN, MR JOHN E            59 GURTNER ST                NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           X   2 8  R   1/30/19

669-4213 PAIGE, MR ALAN                 1335 HALL ST                 NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           X   2 8  R   9/11/44

669-0200 RONAYNE, MR JOHN G             1351 HALL ST                 NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                 8  R

669-9274 MINNOCH, MR JAMES E            1354 HALL ST                 NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC           X     8  R   2/16/30

Manchester,
New Hampshire

Response codes help interviewers keep track of which numbers 
have been tried and what happened.

Adding purity by party and/or gender allows even greater control 
of the homogeneity of the respondents.  You can be sure to get a 
certain number of R's and D's, men and women.

Voter Flags, Political Party, Birth Date 
and Registration Date (when available)  
are printed in this area.

R5) PURE PHONE/PARTY/GENDER CLUSTERS OF 10

P-W
4-N
VC



One of the big advantages of registered voter based samples is the 
large amount of specific information available on each individual voter.  
We have focused so far on the critical information about which voters 
actually live in your district, and nothing can be more important.  There 
is little value in surveying people who can't vote, either because they 
live outside the district or because they aren't registered.  But there 
may be a wealth of other data available on each voter.

You can always ask people for this information while you are 
interviewing them, but that takes time -- therefore costs money.  It may 
prevent you from being able to use that time to ask other valuable 
questions.  And we all know that sometimes they don't tell the truth 
about their ages.  Picking up information that is available on the voter 
file avoids these problems.

If you order a sample on magnetic media, it is easier to get all available 
data; but with printed lists the space for data may be limited.  In the 
earlier samples of voter lists, we showed several different options for 
data printed on the list.  The most popular are shown in samples R3 
and R4.  These provide some commonly used data elements, but still 
omit quite a lot of individual voter data.  For maximum data availability, 
we recommend our EXTENDED INFORMATION LIST.  This list is 
slightly more expensive than the single line SELECTIVE VOTER LIST, 
but the file pass charge is typically the largest cost of a sample, and 
that doesn't change.

The basic version of this list is shown in the next list, R6) EXTENDED 
INFORMATION LIST, 21 FLAGS.  Note that this list also prints the 
area code for every household, which can be important in some 
areas.

You Can Capture Individual Voter Data

Hansen, Robert

Robert Hansen:
   Democrat
   Age 43
   Register June 2002
   City - Boulder
   Voted 11/02
   Voted 11/04
   Homeowner

Voter File



New York, 
New York

Response codes 
are still available.

With the Extended Information List you can have the maximum 
data available for each voter printed.  These are the only lists that 
provide all 21 flags and area code for every household.  All other 
data plus response codes are also available.

Age and Reg Date  
are in this area.

R6) EXTENDED INFORMATION LIST, 21 FLAGS 

P-M
VO6
VC

Voter ID and Party 
are in this area.

All 21 flags are listed here.  
Titles may be specified.

EXTENDED INFORMATION LIST                                       PREPARED BY VOTER CONTACT SERVICES - - 02/21/94 - - - PAGE       1
CLUSTERS OF 7, EVERY 2000TH VOTER - ALL 21 FLAGS/NO JURIS - PURE PHONE
ST SENATE   27  ST HOUSE    62  US CONGRESS 08  COUNCIL     01                  JUDICIAL    01  EXECUTIVE   62
COUNTY 31  CITY         AD-ED    62004                              NEW YORK/MANHATTAN       COUNTY 31  CITY         AD-ED    62004
                        - - - - - - - - - - - - - CLUSTER NUMBER       1- - - - - - - - - - - - -

PHONE    NAME                 ADDRESS                        CITY-STATE-ZIP                99988888891111111RAAM
NUMBER                        CODES                                           VOTER ID AFL 12345678901234567CXVP     AGE   REGISTER

571-7787 AMSTER               100 BEEKMAN STREET, 2N         NEW YORK, NY 10038
  212      MR GERALD S        NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           02014516  D  12 456    5AB    8X B      62   01/01/71

608-0859 WEISS                100 BEEKMAN STREET, 3A         NEW YORK, NY 10038
  212      IRENE              NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           X1151554  D     456 8  4       X D      92   01/01/83

608-1602 DRUCKER              100 BEEKMAN STREET, 3D         NEW YORK, NY 10038
  212      JULIE R            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           300941165 D                   8X F      22   10/01/90

571-7540 ARONSON              100 BEEKMAN STREET, 3E         NEW YORK, NY 10038
  212      HANNAH M           NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           C0699211  D   2   67   3A     8X B      72   01/01/76

385-1866 CRISCITELLI          100 BEEKMAN STREET, 3G         NEW YORK, NY 10038
  212      JOANNE             NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           300693417 D  1         1A     8X B      41   09/26/89

267-7532 STERN                100 BEEKMAN STREET, 3G         NEW YORK, NY 10038
  212      SARA               NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           N1534921  D                   8X F      68   01/01/86

964-2654 TAUBER               100 BEEKMAN STREET, 3J         NEW YORK, NY 10038
  212      SHIRLEY            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           02335403  D  12S     9 4ABC   8X B      77   01/01/77

Area codes printed 
for each household.



The exact information on a voter file varies a lot from place to 
place.  VCS has developed its National Political Data Base in 
order to make it quick and easy to understand what is available 
on the voter file you are interested in.  A set of Voter File 
Information reports gives a quick reference on what data is 
available for every voter file in the VCS system.  The STATS93 
portion of the system provides detailed counts on exactly how 
many people in the area in question have certain values in these 
data elements.  This information is immediately available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, on the VCS Bulletin Board.

Frequently a voter file will provide information on a survey 
respondent's political party.  This is especially critical when the 
survey is for a Primary Election.  If your candidate is running in a 
Democratic Primary, there is little value in asking Republicans 
how they feel about things.  In Open Primary states, we may or 
may not have party data; but we do everything possible to 
capture it everywhere it is available.

Voter files frequently contain gender, birth date, registration date 
and lower level jurisdictions.  VCS may add these, as well as  
ethnic code, homeowner coding and past absentee voter coding.  
Voter History, indicating which voters have voted in past 
elections, has become widely recognized as a key targeting 
variable for many campaign activities.  VCS has a strong system 
for capturing and recording past voting behavior, and makes this 
data available on random samples, as well as for selections. 

If lower level jurisdictions are important to your survey you might 
also want to consider the R7) EXTENDED INFORMATION 
LIST, 21 FLAGS/JURIS.

What Detailed Information Is Available?
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The First Place for Voter Files
http://bbs.vcsnet.com



EXTENDED INFORMATION LIST                                       PREPARED BY VOTER CONTACT SERVICES - - 02/21/94 - - - PAGE       1
CLUSTERS OF 8, EVERY 2000TH VOTER - ALL 21 FLAGS/JURIS - PURE PHONE
ST SENATE   38  ST HOUSE    021 US CONGRESS 18  SUPERVISOR      CITY            COUNCIL         JUDICIAL-1  05  JUDICIAL-2  204
COUNTY 02  CITY     405 PRECINCT 00004                              ALLEGHENY                COUNTY 02  CITY     405 PRECINCT 00004
                        - - - - - - - - - - - - - CLUSTER NUMBER       1- - - - - - - - - - - - -

PHONE    NAME                 ADDRESS                        CITY-STATE-ZIP                99988888891111111RAAM
NUMBER                        CODES                                           VOTER ID AFL 12345678901234567CXVP     AGE   REGISTER

781-1230 MARTONE              519 GUYASUTA RD                PITTSBURGH, PA 15215          02 40500004  38 02118          05 204 N
  412      MR HENRY J         NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           08185760  D  3 122 222 2 22313W 8B      58   09/00/70

782-6231 SHELDON              521 GUYASUTA RD                PITTSBURGH, PA 15215          02 40500004  38 02118          05 204 6
  412      MR E E             NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           09534602  R  31322333324245435W 8B      71   08/00/72

781-6908 SASSON               523 GUYASUTA RD                PITTSBURGH, PA 15215          02 40500004  38 02118          05 204 E
  412      KATHRYN M          NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           14678873  N  2  2   3224  44 4W 8B      43   09/00/83

781-9022 SHIELDS              525 GUYASUTA RD                PITTSBURGH, PA 15215          02 40500004  38 02118          05 204
  412      LUCIETTE C         NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           17994640  R                   W 8B      47   06/00/90

781-4673 HARDING              526 GUYASUTA RD                PITTSBURGH, PA 15215          02 40500004  38 02118          05 204
  412      ALYCE              NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           14388291  D  31333233324245435W 8B      73   02/00/83

784-1189 ANDERSON             528 GUYASUTA RD                PITTSBURGH, PA 15215          02 40500004  38 02118          05 204
  412      LOIS R             NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           14079700  R  3 323333334374434W 8B      76   08/00/82

781-6487 MONTEVERDE           528-A GUYASUTA RD              PITTSBURGH, PA 15215          02 40500004  38 02118          05 204 3
  412      MR DAVID P         NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           12905427  N  2      22 2  23 3W 8B      32   04/00/80

The most data comes on the "R" version of the Extended 
Information List.  This adds jurisdictions and ethnic code for 
every voter to the data on the R6 version.

Age and Reg Date  
are in this area.

R7) EXTENDED INFORMATION LIST, 21 FLAGS/JURIS 

Voter ID and Party 
are in this area.

All 21 flags are listed here.  
Juris and ethnic codes are 
listed on the address line.

P-M
VO6R
VC

Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania

Ethnic 
Code

Response codes 
are still available.

Area codes printed 
for each household.



So far we have been talking about voters and voter's phone numbers, but phone 
numbers actually reach households, rather than individuals, and anyone can 
answer the phone.  Not only might that person not be the voter you are seeking, 
they might not live there or they might be four years old.

But it is also possible that they do live there, and they are a registered voter.  
Possibly not the voter we would have listed if we took the first voter in the 
household, but still a voter that you could interview for your project.  You can 
always ask the person who answers the phone if they are registered, but you won't 
know for sure if they are telling the truth.  If you are capturing individual voter data 
from the voter file, you won't have their data.  Because of these contingencies, 
many polling firms like to have all voters in the household listed rather than just the 
first one.

Under these circumstances, the cluster can be defined in terms of how many 
voters or how many households; but we recommend defining in terms of how many 
households.  You still need a certain number of phone numbers to be sure of 
making a connection, regardless of how many individual voters are listed.

This option will work with any product.  If you are using magnetic media files, the 
individual samples could have different numbers of voters if you defined the 
clusters in terms of a fixed number of households.  In that case, you have to be 
sure that your vendor who is processing the magnetic media is careful to take this 
into account.

Either our Selective Voter List or our Extended Information List will work fine with 
this option.  The next page, R8) CLUSTER OF 10,  ALL VOTERS IN 
HOUSEHOLD shows a Selective Voter List with the "all voters in household" 
option.  The page after that shows R9) EXTENDED INFORMATION LIST, 21 
FLAGS/JURIS. With the Extended Information List, the "household line" with 
phone and address doesn't have to be repeated, so the list takes on a more 
compact form.

Voters and Households and Phones



PRECINCT   540  CITY     CNTY 26  * SELECTIVE VOTER LIST *PAGE    1 --FROM VOTER CONTACT SERVICES--PRECINCT   540  CITY     CNTY 26
             --------PREPARED FOR-CLUSTERS OF 10, EVERY 2000TH VOTER - - ALL VOTERS IN HOUSEHOLD                --------
                                             - - - - -  CLUSTER NUMBER       1 - - - - -
PORTLAND, OR 97236                                                                                                    AREA CODE 503
ST SENATE   09  LEGISLATURE 21  US CONGRESS 3   COMMISSION  04  CITY        99
PHONE NUM            NAME                    ADDRESS                  ZIP    PRECINCT      FLAGS  DISTRICTS  AFL   BIRTH   REG DATE

761-1712 SHAW, MICHELLE L               12411 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2     3  09 21 3    D   6/18/59   4/22/85

252-9913 HORTSCH, MR MICHAEL M          12412 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540            09 21 3    D   9/25/62   8/03/92
761-4523 KARL, MR JOSEPH J              12412 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2        09 21 3    R   3/13/61  10/13/92

761-0434 HERIGSTAD, MR GORDON W         12425 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540            09 21 3    I  12/19/52   4/16/93
761-0434 HERIGSTAD, PEGGY S             12425 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2        09 21 3    R   3/31/58   5/18/92

761-1783 RUSSELL, SHIRLEY J             12426 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2        09 21 3    D   2/03/32   3/08/91
761-1783 RUSSELL, SUSAN L               12426 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2        09 21 3    D  12/15/53   4/09/93

761-2017 CONKLIN, JUNE M                12441 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   3     2  09 21 3    D             9/20/83
761-2017 CONKLIN, MR PAUL E JR          12441 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   3     2  09 21 3    D             9/20/83

760-7010 DOERN, MR DENNIS R             12501 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2     2  09 21 3    D   6/09/53   4/09/90
760-7010 ROBINS-DOERN, TERESA K         12501 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2        09 21 3    R   3/02/62   4/09/90

760-8635 THOMPSON, MR PATRICK L         12507 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2     3  09 21 3    R   3/21/50   2/24/88
760-8635 THOMPSON, RUDEANA G            12507 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2     3  09 21 3    R   6/03/51   2/24/88

761-7434 MC ENTIRE, MR JAMES C          12525 SE TIBBETTS ST         97236  26    00540   2        09 21 3    D   7/04/58   8/24/88

Zip Code, precinct, voter flags and 
major jurisdiction codes are 
printed here.

R8)  CLUSTER OF 10, ALL VOTERS IN HOUSEHOLD
This is a regular "S" option Selective Voter List, like R2 and 
R3, but all voters in the household are listed.  This gives 
access to individual data for every voter who might be 
reached.

Political Party, Birth Date 
and Registration Date  
are printed in this area.

P-W
4-S

Portland, 
Oregon

All voters in the 
household are  
printed.



EXTENDED INFORMATION LIST                                       PREPARED BY VOTER CONTACT SERVICES - - 02/21/94 - - - PAGE       1
CLUSTERS OF 7, ALL VOTERS IN HOUSE - 21 FLAGS/JURIS - PURE PHONE
ST SENATE   30  ST HOUSE    072 US CONGRESS 6   SUPREME     5   JUDICIAL    22  DIVISION    06  MISC 1          MISC 2
COUNTY 067 CITY         PRECINCT A104      BELL SCHOOL HOUSE        FAYETTE                  COUNTY 067 CITY         PRECINCT A104
                        - - - - - - - - - - - - - CLUSTER NUMBER       1- - - - - - - - - - - - -

PHONE    NAME                 ADDRESS                        CITY-STATE-ZIP                99988888891111111RAAM
NUMBER                        CODES                                           VOTER ID AFL 12345678901234567CXVP     AGE   REGISTER

233-7705 ALEXANDER            3651 OLD FRANKFORT RD          LEXINGTON, KY 40510           067   A104   30 0726  5  22 06
  606      MR HENRY M         NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436537  D  1     122223   HWW  F      55   04/21/92
           KAREN R            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436538  D  3     363345433HWW5 F      35   04/05/91
           KATHRYN T          NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436539  D  3     362225   HWW5 F      54   04/21/92

254-7455 FRAZIER              3736 OLD FRANKFORT RD          LEXINGTON, KY 40510           067   A104   30 0726  5  22 06
  606      CAROLYN S          NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436731  R  3      3  22 2  WW  C      36   09/05/84
           MR JAMES H III     NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436732  R  3      32224 2 HWW4 C      38   09/26/77

254-5257 FEATHERSTON          3742 OLD FRANKFORT RD          LEXINGTON, KY 40510           067   A104   30 0726  5  22 06
  606      MR RODNEY B        NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436718  D        22 2 3    WW  B      30   10/05/81
           MR STEVE B JR      NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436720  D  3     12233432 HWW4 B      77   01/06/73
           MR STEVE B III     NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436719  D  3     222 14    WW4 B      32   10/09/79

252-3796 PIMENTEL             3983 OLD FRANKFORT RD          LEXINGTON, KY 40510           067   A104   30 0726  5  22 06        3
  606      CARON M            NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436933  D        26   2    WW  D      39   09/28/87
           MR GARY J          NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436934  D        26   2    WW  D      45   03/18/87

254-6652 RIFFE                4130 OLD FRANKFORT RD          LEXINGTON, KY 40510           067   A104   30 0726  5  22 06
  606      MR DAVID J         NH NH  BSY BSY   DISC                           A0436973  D  3     373245433HWW5 B      46   03/27/73

This is the same "R" version of the Extended Information List 
shown in R7.  Here, however, all voters in each household have 
been printed along with individual voter data.

Age and Reg Date  
are in this area.

R9) EXTENDED INFORMATION LIST, 21 FLAGS/JURIS 

Voter ID and Party 
are in this area.

All 21 flags are listed here. 

P-M
VO6R
VC

Ethnic 
Code

Lexington, 
Kentucky

Area codes printed 
for each household.

All voters in the 
household are  
printed.

Juris 
Codes


